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up of elongated cells, with round nuclei, which he is disposed to regard as ele¬ 
ments constituting a muscular tissue. He could obtain no unequivocal evidence 
of contraction, on irritating the spleen in recently killed animals.” P. 498. 

The urinary organs, and the organs of generation in both sexes, are treated 
of in the same comprehensive and detailed manner. And the work is closed 
with a chapter on the surgical anatomy of the walls of the abdomen and pelvis, 
with reference to the operations which may be required for the relief of hernia, 
and of stone in the bladder; thus completing the remarks on the surgical re¬ 
lations of the different organs,—the arteries having been considered in this 
connection in the chapters devoted to the organs of the circulation. 

We close our notice of this work, expressing the gratification which we have 
derived from its perusal, and our conviction that all who consult it will feel 
similar satisfaction. F. W. S. 


Art. XXI .—Seventh Annual Report to the legislature, relating to the Registry 
and Returns of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in Massachusetts, for the year 
ending April ?Mk, 1848. By W m. B. Calhoun, Secretary of the Common¬ 
wealth. 8vo.: pp. 56. 

Report of the Secretary of Stale, of the Number of Births, Marriages, and Deaths 
[in the State of New York] for the year 1847. 8vo.: pp. 56, 

The latter of these documents is, we believe, the first fruit of “ An Act provid¬ 
ing for the Registry of Births, Marriages, and Deaths,” passed in April, 1847, 
by the Legislature of New York. We hail it with no small pleasure, as the 
harbinger of much interesting intelligence to he anticipated from the exten¬ 
sion of the registration system, over a great State, embracing a population 
of more than 2,000,000. It would be unreasonable to expect perfection at the 
outset, but this is a promising beginning. Massachusetts set the example 
many years ago. Now York has succeeded, and other States are preparing to 
follow ; so that we may soon expect to have the system of registration spread 
over the largest portion of the United States. The reports,^ collated from the 
materials thus collected, cannot fail to furnish data of the highest value to the 
statesman, political economist, and philanthropist. They will show the exact 
condition of population in different places, and at different times, demonstrate 
advantages, where these exist, and lead to the detection and correction of evil 
influences, of whatever kind these may be. They will furnish the mean3 of 
comparing the conditions of population at different periods, and thus not only 
serve the exigencies of the present day, but prove highly interesting to future 
generations. 

By the provisions of the New York registration act, the clerk of each school 
district in the State is required to make returns to the town clerk of the town 
(township) in which his district may be situated. The town clerk is required 
to report to the county clerk, and the latter-named officer reports to the Secre¬ 
tary of State. Blank forms, with instructions for making out the primary re¬ 
ports, were sent by the Secretary of State to the several county clerks, and by 
these last distributed to the town clerks. 

Reports have been received from every county in the State, although one or 
two were somewhat tardy in handing them in. It however appears, from the 
returns of the several county clerks, that many of the townships made no re¬ 
ports, and that the only city from which reports were received, is New York, 
and this only in part, namely, the usual bill of mortality. Consequently, the 
present report to the legislature will not constitute a full and complete return 
of the births, marriages, and deaths, in the entire State, for the year 1847. 

The whole amount of births reported, was 35,897; of marriages, 11,437; of 
deaths, 17,263. This statement of mortality only includes the returns from the 
interior of the State, to which we may add the amount of the city of New York, 
15,788; making the sum total of deaths reported, 33,051. This, of course, is 
far short of the actual mortality. But for many places the returns are so full 
as to be highly valuable, the diseases causing death being given, and the ages 
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at death stated. The statician would certainly desire fuller information, hut, in 
its absence, will be glad to receive even these partial data. Massachusetts, 
which has been rendering annual reports for seven years, still exhibits a very 
great deficiency in the amount of mortality. In 1847, the sum total of deaths 
reported through the registration returns, is 11,063. Now, supposing the popu¬ 
lation of the entire State to be in that year 850,000, this would give only 1 death 
to 77 inhabitants; a ratio far below what may bo expected, when complete returns 
shall be procured. The returns of mortality for the whole State of New York, 
for 1847, amounting to 33,051 deaths, gives only 1 death to about 82 inhabitants, 
supposing the entire population to be 2,750,000. As the true rate, according to 
the most favourable estimate, is probably not loss than 1 death per annum in 
every 45 of the population, the return made for 1847 represents only about half 
the actual mortality. 

It must be observed that this report of the births, marriages, and deaths, in 
the State of New York, is so made as to constitute two distinct documents. 
One of these is the Report of the Secretary of State for the several counties in 
the interior; the other, the Annual Report of the City Inspector of New York, 
including merely the bill of mortality for that city. This last has already come 
under our notice, in previous numbers of this Journal. Wo shall, therefore, 
restrict ourselves to the registration returns for the interior of the State. 

Births .—Of the 35,897 births reported for 1847, from the several counties in 
New York, the males constitute 18,722: the females, 10,988. In 187, the sex is not 
given. There were 242 black males, 225 black females; and, in 095 births, the 
complexion was not designated. Fifteen pair of twins, and 118 illegitimate 
births are reported. 

The highest number of births occurred in August, viz. 3,370, and the fewest 
in January, viz. 2,327. The respective amounts for the different months stand 
as follows 


January, 2,327. 

February, 2,501. 

March, 3,079. 

April, 3,000. 

May, 2,974. 

June, 2,860. 


July, 3,243. 

August, 3,370. 

September, 3,301. 

October, 3,202. 

November, 2,940. 

December, 3,010. 


In 83 cases the month is not stated. 

Marriages .—Of the 11,437 marriages reported, by far the largest number 
occurred in the fall and first month of winter, and the smallest amount in the 
spring months, as will bo seen by the following statement exhibiting the pro¬ 
portions for each mouth :— 


January, 

898. 

July, 

942. 

February, 

841. 

August, 

770. 

March, 

820. 

September, 

1,238. 

April, 

012. 

October, 

1,354. 

May, 

701. 

November, 

1,151. 

June, 

730. 

December, 

1,348. 


Of the persons married, there were 

3,338 under 20 years. 


8,383 between 20 and 

25 years 

4,292 

it 

25 “ 

30 “ 

1.300 

U 

30 “ 

35 “ 

753 

a 

35 “ 

40 “ 

415 

tt 

40 “ 

45 “ 

200 

it 

45 “ 

50 “ 

178 

a 

50 “ 

55 “ 

113 

a 

55 “ 

00 “ 

74 

a 

00 “ 

05 “ 

119 

a 

65 “ 

70 “ 


8 over 70 years. 
3,041 ages not given. 
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Deaths .—Of tlie 17,263 deaths reported from the several counties, 8,613 were 
of males, and 8,575 of females. In 75 cases, the sex is not given. The deaths 
of blacks constituted 190 males, 204 females. In 591 cases, the complexion is 
not stated. 

Of the conditions in life of the deceased, it is mentioned that 3,352 were mar¬ 
ried males, 2,917 married females, 5,400 unmarried males, 4,318 unmarried 
females. In 1,276 cases the condition is not given. 

Iu 15,290 deaths, reported from various specified causes, 7,726 were males, 
7.564 females. The male deaths in the first year of life were 1,033, the female. 
833. 




Males. 

Females. 

Of the deaths from 1 to 

2 years, there were 

590 

584 

“ 2 “ 

5 

818 

723 

“ 5 “ 

10 

418 

407 

“ 10 “ 

15 

211 

236 

“ 15 “ 

20 

270 

432 

“ 20 “ 

25 “ 

431 

537 

“ 25 “ 

30 

390 

445 

“ 30 “ 

40 

535 

672 

“ 40 “ 

50 

494 

514 

“ 50 “ 

60 

502 

445 

“ 60 “ 

70 

508 

503 

“ 70 “ 

80 

579 

546 

“ 80 “ 

90 

391 

295 

“ 90 “ 

100 

89 

71 

“ 100 and upwards 

15 

12 

Ages not designated, 755. 





In one of the tables, there are about eighty different professions and occupa¬ 
tions of the deceased given, from which the average duration of life of the seve¬ 
ral callings, is estimated. But the number of cases is much too limited to 
afford, in most instances, even an approximation of the real value of life in the 
various occupations. We will, however, give a few of the details under this 
head. 

The average age at death, excluding all under 20 years, of 


36 clergymen, 

was 

56 

years. 

36 milliners, 

a 

30 years. 

18 lawyers, 

“ 

44 

5 pensioners, 

a 

84 “ 

57 physicians, 

a 

51 

“ 

251 servants, 

u 

44 

2706 farmers, 

“ 

57 

U 

60 seamstresses, 

a 

31 “ 

13 saddlers, 

“ 

43 

“ 

44 blacksmiths, 

tt 

38 “ 

4 farmers, 

“ 

06 

“ 

33 boatmen, 

a 

33 “ 

30 shoemakers, 

<< 

54 

a 

50 tailors, 

a 

37 “ 

74 merchants, 

a 

38 

a 

11 painters, 

a 

49 “ 

535 mechanics, 

a 

44 

u 

28 tailoresses, 

a 

33 “ 

90 school teacher 

' 5 

28 

< i 

7 printers, 

a 

29 “ 

70 carpenters, 
1136 housekeepers, 

it 

49 

a 

34 sailors, 

a 

40 “ 

it 

44 

it 

11 millers, 

a 

46 “ 

22 weavers, 

it 

57 

a 

1 grass widow (?) 

a 

35 “ 

9 masons, 

404 labourers, 

it 

ii 

45 

41 

l c 

a 

9 wheelwrights, 

a 

48 “ 

The diseases which proved most fatal, 
lows 

in 15,290 designated cases, 

were as fol 




Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Apoplexy, 


99 

86 

185 

Enteritis, 


193 

154 

347 

Congestion of the brain, 

26 

23 

49 

Dropsy of 

do. 

118 

126 

244 

Inflammation of 

do. 

230 

203 

423 

Bronchitis, 


30 

27 

57 

Cancer, 


58 

78 

146 
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Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Casualties, 

319 

108 

427 

Childbirth, 


101 

101 

Cholera infantum, 

41 

35 

76 

Cholera morbus, 

28 

23 

51 

Bilious colic, 

36 

16 

52 

Consumption, 

1,388 

1,942 

3,330 

Convulsions, 

59 

52 

111 

Croup, 

300 

264 

564 

Delirium tremens, 

41 

1 

42 

Diarrhoea, 

142 

141 

283 

Diabetes, 

17 

10 

27 

Dropsy, 

299 

365 

664 

“ of chest, 

9 

9 

18 

Drowned, 

38 

9 

47 

Dysentery, 

370 

348 

718 

Epilepsy, 

7 

13 

20 

Erysipelas, 

59 

86 

145 

Fever, 

224 

220 

444 

“ Bilious, 

120 

87 

207 

“ Congestive, 

19 

18 

37 

“ Intermittent, 

10 

5 

15 

“ Puerperal, 


28 

28 

“ Remittent, 

9 

7 

16 

“ Scarlet, 

231 

214 

445 

“ Typhus, 

215 

163 

378 

“ Ship, 

60 

48 

108 

Fits, 

149 

121 

270 

Gravel, 

35 

1 

36 

Heart, disease of, 

94 

72 

166 

“ dropsy of, 

9 

10 

19 

“ enlargement of, 

8 

5 

13 

Hemorrhage, 

12 

12 

24 

“ of lungs, 

7 

2 

9 

“ uterine, 


2 

2 

Inflammation, 

144 

111 

255 

“ of the lungs, 

328 

276 

604 

Insanity, 

9 

7 

16 

Intemperance, 

63 

4 

67 

Liver complaint, 

66 

43 

109 

Lockjaw, 

12 

3 

15 

Measles, 

99 

122 

221 

Old age, 

386 

386 

772 

Palsy, 

102 

97 

199 

Scrofula, 

51 

39 

90 

Small-pox, 

48 

21 

69 

Still-born, 

20 

20 

40 

Suicide, 

32 

10 

42 

Summer complaint, 

44 

43 

87 

Unknown causes, 

477 

502 

979 

Varioloid, 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping-cough, 

80 

100 

180 

Worms, 

25 

30 

55 


The table, from which the above extracts have been made, has evidently not 
passed through the hands of any one qualified to put it into a desirable shape. 
Certainly no one connected with the medical profession could have had a hand 
in drawing it up, still less, any one acquainted with the nomenclature and 
classification recommended by the American Medical Association. 

Deaths from similar diseases are placed under different heads, and we have 
the names of diseases hard to conjecture—such as “nervousness” “spine” “ St. 
Anthony’s dance” “rattles;” St. Anthony’s dance is perhaps intended for St. 
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Vitus’s dance, or clioroa. But still, with all the faults, we are glad to get hold 
of details, as they enable us to draw comparisons between the mortality of dis¬ 
eases in the country, and cities, with the last of which we have been long 
familiar. On this account we have drawn more largely upon the table, showing 
the causes of death, than perhaps comports with the nature of our notice. 

We now proceed to the Massachusetts document, which embraces the regis¬ 
tration period of one year, ending April 30th, 1848. Considerable deficiencies 
are still apparent in the execution of the registration law in this State, notwith¬ 
standing the time that has elapsed since its first adoption, and the intelligence 
brought forward to promote its operation. The primary statements reported 
from the several towns, are accompanied with a great many notes which indi¬ 
cate a strong interest in the cause, and a desire to have the system perfected. 
Who could believe that the city of Boston, so far-famed for the intelligence of 
her citizens, would be open to such a charge as is implied in the following 
paragraph from the report of the Secretary of State of Massachusetts. 

“ The continued neglect of the city of Boston, to aid the government in the 
accomplishment of the invaluable purpose contemplated by the law, ought not 
to be overlooked. This neglect cannot bo in consonance with the intelligence 
and wisdom which are so conspicuous in the noble and enlightened public 
spirit of Boston. The bearing of the results and facts, sought for by the re¬ 
quirements of the law, on interests of indisputable importance, cannot fail to 
be seen by all thoughtful observers.” 

“To improve man’s physical condition,” continues the Secretary, “and thus 
to contribute to his moral advancement, is the great purpose of the statistical 
views and facts, which the law in question strives to bring to light. More than 
ever important does this purpose become at the present moment, when our com¬ 
monwealth and country lie open to unlimited emigration from the Old World. 
Unspeakably interesting and vital should this view of the subject bo to the city 
of Boston.” 

Births .—-The table giving the births in the sevoral counties for each month 
in the year, shows that, of the total amount 10,322 reported, 8,115 were males; 
7,882 females ; 140, sex not stated; 82 males, and 77 females, for which the month 
of birth is not given. The amount reported for each month is as follows:— 



Males. 

Females. 

Not designated. 

Total. 

January, 

655 

678 

17 

1350 

February, 

750 

731 

20 

1561 

March, 

790 

723 

15 

1528 

April, 

732 

700 

20 

1452 

May, 

614 

551 

9 

1174 

June, 

541 

551 

9 

1101 

July, 

613 

657 

10 

1280 

August, 

698 

657 

6 

1361 

September, 

717 

713 

7 

1437 

October, 

675 

684 

7 

1366 

November, 

644 

616 

7 

1267 

December, 

686 

621 

13 

1320 


It thus appears that the highest number of births occurred in the month of 
March, and the lowest amount in June; February, March, and April all make 
monthly returns far above the average. Reverting to the months in which the 
conceptions took place, nine months previous, we find the corresponding months 
of conception to be May, June, and July. The offspring of plurality-births 
amount to 308, of which 140 are designated as males, and 161 females. 

Marriages .—Of the 5,287 marriages, the highest number in any one month 
was 700 in November, and the lowest 278 in July. 

There are tables exhibiting the ages of the marriages between bachelors and 
maids (3,869); bachelors and widows (111); widowers and maids (510); widow¬ 
ers and widows (200). 

The instances where both parties were under 20, are only 47. The most mar¬ 
riages took place between the 20th and 25th year. Namely, of 705 men between 
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20 and 25 to 705 women under 20; 050 men between 20 and 25 to 950 women 
between 20 and 25; 115 men between 20 and 25 to 115 women between 25 and 
30. Of the marriages of men between 25 and 30, 252 occurred where the women 
were under 20; 662 where the women were between 20 and 25: 284 where the 
women were between 25 and 30 ; 23 where the women were between 30 and 35. 
Of the marriages of men between 30 and 35, 38 occurred where the women were 
under 20 ; 112 where the females were between 20 and 25 : 80 where the females 
were between 25 and 30 ; 30 where the females were between 30 and 35. 

Deaths .—The abstract of the returns of deaths are given in very convenient 
forms, which we recommend as examples to our New York friends who may be 
charged with making out tabular statements of an additional year. There is first 
a table showing the diseases which proved fatal, the sexes and ages of the de¬ 
ceased, with the month when the deaths occurred, together with the places of 
birth. The diseases causing the deaths are arranged in alphabetical order, 
which is exceedingly convenient for reference. Then follow other tables, in one 
of which the causes of death in the several counties of the State are arranged, 
according to the classification recommended by the American Medical Associa¬ 
tion ; whilst in another the causes of death are compared with those reported in 
the two previous years, 1846, 1847. The convenient form and interesting views 
presented in these tables reflect great credit on those concerned in making them 
out. The conciso views presented are the results of much patient labour, as 
any one acquainted with the nature of statistical calculations will readily per¬ 
ceive. From the tables presenting the causes of death in the rural population 
of Massachusetts, and also that showing the influence of occupations over the 
chances of life, we should be glad to extract many of the interesting facts dis¬ 
played, but cannot now do so, having already infringed too much upon the space 
allowed for a bibliograph. G. E. 


Art. XXII. — On the Cryptogamous Origin of Malarious and Epidemic Fevers. 
By J. K. Mitchell, A. M., M. I)., Professor of Practical Medicine iii the Jef¬ 
ferson Medical College of Philadelphia. Philadelphia 1849: 8vo., pp. 137. 
Lea & Blanchard. 

Tiie origin of the several forms of fever that ordinarily prevail as endemics, 
in particular localities, or spread, occasionally, over extensive districts, as de¬ 
structive epidemics, has ever becu a subject of curious inquiry to the patholo¬ 
gist. To account for the production and spread of these diseases ingenuity has 
been taxed in the formation of plausible hypotheses, in evidence of the truth of 
each of which an array of apparently incontrovertible facts and cautious obser¬ 
vations has been adduced by its author and advocates. Important, however, as 
is the subject, and industriously as it has been pursued, no one of the theories 
that have boon heretofore advanced, can be considered as satisfactory, and we 
have still to confess our ignorance of the nature of the morbific cause to which 
fevers, whether endemic or epidemic, owe their origin. IVc may, it is true, be 
able to indicate, with some degree of certainty, a few of the leading circum¬ 
stances under which one or other of the forms of fever is most liable to occur, 
but still the entire subject of the etiology of this class of diseases is open to in¬ 
vestigation—and the demonstration of the cause by which they are produced, 
may still crown with fame the name of some industrious inquirer. 

In the volume before us, Dr. Mitchell has announced a theory of the origin 
of malarious and epidemic fevers, which, if it be not entirely original with him, 
he will have the credit of having defended and illustrated by a series of facts 
and arguments as plausible, and apparently as conclusive, to say the least, as 
those upon which are based either of the theories that have preceded it. He 
has presented, in bold relief, the leading defects of the explanations generally 
received, and has attempted, with much ingenuity, to show that these defects 
are satisfactorily supplied by rejecting the common doctrines of the causes of 
malaria, and adopting the cryptogamous plants generally as the chief agent in 
its production. 



